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Capt. Schuring w/ The Big Show
| Courtesy of Mr. Schuring
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 Arearesident acts as interpreter

, Wisconsin native Harvey Fliehs, currently of
- Groton, was a heavy truck driver who hauled
~ logs for building and repairing bridges for the

 Army in Europe. Many of his loads were under

blackout conditions. He handled roadside repairs,

general maintenance of the trucks and logged

_records of mileage and repa:rs

~ He participated in the D-Day landmg at Utah

Beach, and acted as an interpreter for the

- captain of his unit. ‘

(Source: Judy Feser)
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Groton man builds airfields

Donald Simonson, Groton, entered the Army
in February 1942 and was shipped overseas
In August with the 831st Engineer Aviation
Battalion.

After landing in Swansea, Wales, they
Immediately started to build a complete airfield.

The unit was on detached service for repair and
maintenance on 17 other airfields. In 1944, the
unit restored Orley Airfield near Paris to full use. ;

As the war progressed, the unit moved into the
interior going as far east as Augsburg, Germany,
before starting back after the war ended.

Because Simonson did not have enough points
for discharge, he was transferred to the 818th
Engineer Aviation Battalion to complete his
enlistment and was discharged Nov. 14, 1945, at
Camp McCoy, WI, and returned to farming.

Fifty-four years after his discharge he received
his service medals.

He was a life member of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars and the American Legion until his

death.
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